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combe in Somme rſet, mercy and peace 


be multit lied. 


IX, I hane of ren cam hen at ſome cf 

{| unity, to gune publile teſlimony of 1 

thanlefull remembring your co. 

4>\ceaſed Fathers kind cuely, perſct med 

. 7 to me. A daty it was to preſent freey: 
eee me 4 Kindneſe, that 1 was (elected, 

The recompence expected I haue carefully made good, Ly 

inſtracting my people; with what induſtry, God knowe;: 

with what fruit (| thanke God) many ſoules can witne(ſe, 

T his kind of teſtimony I the rather embraced, for that 

it afforded occaſion, to cleare my ſelſe of ſome fond impu- 

tattons, andof ſloping the mouthes of unreaſonable men, 

that (euen for paines) have made me their by-word, It 

were lang, to reckon vp all ſlanders of the malicious. 

T heſe are the chieſe, Volear: cd, ſingular, turbulent, 

factious. As touching Learning, nne r mach vaun- 

ted but by the grace ut God l am that ] am, He l names 

much, that kᷣnowes Chrilt crucified and the vertue 254 3 10 

of his reſurtection: yet, had Tithe learning of Moles, 1.0. 2 2 

who was Killed in all the learning of the Fgyptians, 40.7. 22 

yea, the knowledge oſ men and Angeli, I would endeucur 

in preaching to obſcure my ſelſe, that the power might bee 

knowne tobe of God For Singularity, this is mine A. 

pology: ſingle I may go, ( — for thoſe ſbeuld kecte 

me company:) ſingular, I am ſure I am not, ith neyther 1 


1 


Aſſect loneneſſe ( mould God ali the Lords people were ro- 


phets, all Prophets, labonrers ') and the courſe I bela, is 
A2 preſcrile 
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Gen. 49. 
I5. 


| 3 — 

eſcribed with a thondering adiura ion. having euer alſo 
74 bolden by a'l ſau bfall Paſlours. I he way of traaell it 
indeed leaft tranciled, and Iſlac har loues hs eaſe: yes 
thus I reſolue; rather then loſe beauen, to go alone, and 
veuer to be ſo good afellow, as iu run (with Idlers) to hell 
for company. My Turbulentnes, let :heſe things wines, 
my parung with many rights ſor peace ſake: ie ing in- 
juriet, 1 ſay, not onely withowt Revenge, but even without 
fee lung for inſt defence;raylings, ſanders aſsaults, hazard 
of life, indeed what not ? and vnleſſe they will indite mee 


Lebe e for not aamuting ſicam totam into my bowells, I know 


Zl. 12. 
51, 


wot what ſhow of turbulentne(ſe they cam accuſe me of. For 
Faction, let my courſes ſpeake: in regard of the Church, 
for doctrine | teach none but what ſhe profeſſeth : for diſe 
cipline, throughout conformable to the orders preſcribed, 
If this be the matter, that the multitude is deuided, 
the cauſe would be inquired, whether mine, or Gods, Not 
where diſſentions are there preſently is the Preacher fatti- 
aut. It h.th euer bene one Accidental! effet? ofthe Goſpel, 
to worke ſeperation : ſhall I ſay, betwixt a man and his 
neighbour :? nay, betwixt a man and his child: nay be. 
imxt a man and bimſelfe. And let others pleaſe them. 
ſelues in their peaceable Mrniſtery, | ſhall neuer thinke hee 


Mat.3.12 k owes the vſe of the Fanne, that 15,alwaies toſting, and 


N u. 5. 12 #r/alls; Thus perſecuted they the Prophets that were 
before me. Concerning — yg Sermon jour Mor- 


makes no ſeperation, My comfort is in the middeſt of theſe 


(hip may thus uſe it with profit : as 1 aſpurre to Profici- 


ency. 2. 4 whip for Security, 3. 4 preſernative againſt: 


Apoſtaſy.T he Lord gr aunt you ana yours; me and mine, 
the whole Church of God a right vſe of it. And thus indge 


of the Authoarz Hee wiſheth you more good, then be can 


de you, and reſts euer, 


From your Pittmiſter: Your thankful & obſeruane. 


ober 19, 1.6 W i/ (gum 
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ATHREE-FOLD 
| preſeruatiue againſt three dangerous 

diſcaſes of theſe latter times. 


1 Nor-proficiency in grace. 
2 Falſ-hearted hypocriſie. 
Back · ſliding in Religion. 


Heb. 6.4, 550. 

For it is impoſſible that they which baus bene once 
enlighined, and haue tafied of the heavenly gift, and 
lune bene made partakers of the hoh Ghoft : 

2. CAndhane taftdof thegord word of God, and of 
| the powers of the world to come: 

3. If they ſal away, ſhouldbe renewed ag eine to repen- 

tanceʒ ſeermg they cracify ag aine io thewſelnes the Sue 

Bf God, and make 4 mocke of him, 


HIS Scripture was of old peruer- 
ted by Nouatians, to the eftabliſh« 


\ 


ID 


134 Alli 


weake conſcience! 


ning of their de ſperate hereſie, de- 


wying parden and place for tepen- 

cance to men talling through inſu- — wy 4 
wity after baptiſwe: and at this lib. 2, Cp. 3, 
day, through miſunderſtanding, 


= hath proued the racke of many a 


herein Nouatiana agair.ft theenſclues, 


Gat they thinke pardon 7 1 be obtained for any ſinne 


agali ſt 


A Sermon preached 


rellar, de againſt knowledge and conſcience, Of late it hath bene 
in. reed toproue, thateurncaſt» awaies may be by faith 
yius rbiqu?, vnited vnto Chriſt gruely iuſtified z as truely ſanctifi. 4 as 
God oe children, prepared to g ory: with this diſfe- 
rence ondly,permanency of penitent q, or recoueral leneſſe in 
the cle in abiluy in reprobates. And with as great conſi- 
dence, though leſſ: probability vtged to proue, that Gods 
cluldren cho ſen te ſaluation,talled according to bur purpoſe, 
may ſat leaſt ſor a time) tall trum the ſtate of grace, loſe 
juſtiſication not onel ia ſoro c nſcaencie, andinreip: of 
feeling, but euen before Cod: lole ſanctification, botli in 
reſpect of exerciſe aud meaſure,as alſo the very babit, The 
more dilige ace is required of vs inthe vnfold;ing ot it. 
For the context the efore, it lyeth thus. Cap. 5,12. &r. 
is ſet downe a ſharps reprovte of the people, for their nw 
proficrencyina knoyledge and obedience ; that buying had 
ſo long tune, & plentiful meanes of beitering theinſelucs 
in grace, they ſtill ſtucke in the cudime ts, and very ele- 
ments of Chriſtian Religion. In this Chapter verſe I. is an 
exhortation to greater progteſſe: Let ws be led fumadto 
prrſection. The Argument perſvadinpit, is tayd doxne in 
this text, tiłen from the danger of ſt ding at a ſtay: for 
hereby they hazard themſelues to vtter Apeſtacy and fal. 
ling from grace receiue d. And ho feartull that ſtate is, it 
here ſno ane, euen deſperate and peſt recouery: wherfore 
to auside it, they muſt hate to pe tection. Iatorime thus, 
If by net preceding we incurre den, t of reuing, iben muß 
we be led ſer ward to perſecl.on. but the firſt u true, Therefore 
&c. Ile propoſition is o vi: ted, and in ſtead th: reof, the 
proofe is ſet done, vetſe 4. 5.6, Toe aflumprion taken 
tor gras ted: the concluſion expreſſed, verſe J. 
Before prrticulars be preſſed, ſuffet a little to cleare the 
text from gloſſes of Noustims, and others, What the ir 
N hereſie was, iʒ not hard to collect from Sti cyrian, Aw 
e. guſtine, E pipbanius, & others. Epiphanins moſt briefly thus 
: expreſſeth its Men falling after baptiſme can neuer find 


at S, Pauls Croſſe. 


mercy or pardon with God, The mitigations thut ſome 
have tought cut of. Ambroſe & others, I meane not to bite, 
all being in the iſſue equivalent, What they ſpeake gf de. 
1ying penance and pardon by the Church, wes a a ecre 
ſtuft and cuaſen, wheretothey weie driven by force ef 
argument; beſidts that, the Lorderdinarily binds and 
looſeth by Mionſter1all power cf che Churc b. Now I held 
it a goed rule for iudge ment of expo ſitions, that is ordina- 
ty given by Divines: where wo find s ſence ereſſirg any 
1 wth, tang by in platretexts of Seripture, of it wen may ſay,ut 
was nexerihe ſence intended byibe koiygGheſt, Biivg we now 


promiſeot God madt to Dauia, (pethaps with referen. eto J. 89. 

Salomons fall) It any ſinmc, Iwill wiſe with the rod, bat nat 32. 33. 

remoone ec. St condly, ſiom tlie nature ot G © D in 

compariſon to earchly patents: was there euer tzther 

found ſo void ct fathethood, whothe teares of a penitent 

prodigall hathnet nade to melt, ard that hath not embra- 

ced the humb!- ſubmiſhion of the moſt graceleſſe ſonne: i 

will [pare heather ſpartth bis owne ſon: as a faber hath 

compaj]*un d, children ſo the Lord on them that ſtare hum. 

It any father be ſo obduzate,can 4 mother forget ber child, TA 

and not haue comp iſſien on the ſcune af her wombe © Though . 49+ 

they ſhould forget, yit will nos the L O R D forges b. 

Thirdly, from cxzuples ef GOD 8 dealing with 

his children repenting z David, Peter, Iſratlits, 4. From 

the fact of God inuitiog to repentance ſuch as were fallen, 

The Church of Epheſus fallen ſrem ber firſt lons; of 774 

tyra, that had committed fernic ation, and eaten meat: ſacriß. Ago. 2.4, 

ced 10 Idols, ſuffered Ii abel to teach and to deceine : yet are 20,21. 

inuited to refentance: ſhall we ſay, and not promiſoa par- 

dnt mem lin dre Om me. 
radle 


Nal. 3.17 
Pſa. 103, 
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rable mockage of the brethrea, thus to inuite to praftiſe 
and deny the fruit of repentance; As if a man ſhould ſay 
ton huſvandman, Goto, vie thy beſt ſkill and paines in 
tiling and manuring thy ground, ſo thy ſeeds; but har- 
ueſt looke for none, He blunts the edge of induſtry, 
Veniem ne- through deſpaire of recompence. And by denying par- 
g-udoincer= dongthele takeawdythe greateſt incitemer to repentance, 
peaitentis , For thus Scripture know wee, there is Lepſis (falling,) 
ambr.t Pe» and Prolepſie falling away: ) the place net vnderſtood 
cep. 1. ol particular {lips, but of vniuerſall relapſing toa courſe 
of impiety. 

Sce we now the ſecond inference, and in the fame or- 
der examine the gloſſe. Reprobates (chey foy) may be 
iuſtificd,ſanRifed, what not,except ſaved? Behold a mon · 
ſter in Diuinityzthar euer reprobate ſhould be iuſtiſied ia 

cd Gods ſight, or truely ſanctiſied by his Spirit! It is true, 
. ſomething they may haue like it: fo like, that themſelu-s 


e  andothers may thinke them ſanctiſſe d. Second ly, a dſpo - 


ſition & preparation that way they may attaine. Thirdly, 

Ron. 8. 30 ſome parts of it they may partake: but to be iuſtified in 
L. Pet. 2.2 Gods ſight, or truely ſanctiſied, and yet be reprobates, 

2.T be/.3. theſe ate aſaftats (me thinks) in Diuinity: for, I. iuſtifica- 
3. tion & renouation depend vpon election: and they are 

10h. 17. . termes conuertible, cleſt and ſanFiped; ſanctiſied & ele, 
19.10. Secondly, what mad man would once dreame, that they 
Ce. 11. can euer be iuftified by Chrifts bloud, for whom he neuer 
BIRD 8. intentionally ſhed it? We haue a diſtinction of /afficiency 
avrcalitaris, and eſfecacy: ancient Iconfeſſe and true. The ſaying of 
quod confec- aging 1s 1noft true: T be cup of immortality that bad its 
Ecmizare nuf. COnfe(Feon of bumane infirmity and dmive power, hath in it 
— — ſufficiency to benefit all; but of is be not drunten, ii profit 
— nocbing. But what is this to the queſtion? The queſtion is 
2 touching the intention of Chriſt, in laying dow ue his bfc 
nonbibitur, for a price of redemptien,and of God the father, in ſend- 


— — 2 ing his Son into the world, whether euer he had (ſuch a 
Ele impoſ, meaning as to ſaue a reptobate: and (me thinla) it is vn- 
. =_ conceiuable 


—— — 


at S. Paules Cxoſſc. 


canceiuable, that the Lord ſhould from eternall decree 


net to haue mercy, & yet ſend Chriſt ino the world with 
purpoſe to ſaue a caſt-away. Beſides, I hold it a true poſi- 
tion, that for hom Chriſt merited remiſſion of ſinnes and 
the faueur cf God, for him alſo he merited the donation 
ofthe Spirit, and the grace of perſeuetance, theſe being all 
equally parts of his purchaſe. T hardly, who can imagine 
au influence of giace from Chriſt the head, where is not 
reall and true ynion with him? and who will vyndanakets 
proue, that euerreprobate is vnited vnto Cluiſt, fith hee 
lacks firtt, bond ef vnion, be Spirit; ſecondly, inſtrument 


of vnion, lizely faith j thirdly, fruit of vnion, exerlaſting x,1, x 4 
&fe. It is true, that Chriſt is head oner reprobates in re- 17. 
ſpect of eminence, not ſo in regard of influence, And the 4% 13. 


gifts tley partake from Chriſt, they have from him as « 
rich Lord adi rnivg bis Church; not as members of Lit body, 
by derination frem the head, 


As touching this text, ſome gifts ars here mentioned, 11. 


illumination, & c. but not ſueh as neceſſarily imply te noua- 
tion by the Spirit. I he maine is wanting, vn. renewing ef 
the heart to vafaigned loue of God in CHRIS T, which I 
could never beleeue to be iu a reprobate. 

As to the third inference,that Gods elect children cal- 
led according to his purpoſe, may loſe righteoulneſſe, ſan- 
ctiſication, &c. that is more unprobably dedyced out of 
this text, then eyther of the farmer. I will not trouble you 
with thoſe vſuall diſtinctions of reality, and ſence habit c 
Exerciſe, ſubſlance and meaſure, Their meaning is, that e- 
uen ſuch may wholly lole Gods favour, righteouſnefle, 
ſanctification for the time. Now ſurely if this were lo. yet 
this text of all others is moſt unpernisently alle adged to 
that purpoſe, o place affoerding plainer proofe ot their 
vninterrupted abiding in the ſtate of — thus I rea» 
ſon: lt it impoſſible for any man coli; hund, & e. ana wholly. 
fallenfrom grace $o he reno ed byrepentance; and ſhall wee 
ſay, it is impoſſible for an elect child of God to riſe by te- 

B 3 pentance t 
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entance 2 Thenſure it were poſſible they ſhould neuer 

= gn 4+ p ſaued, but not poſſible that Gods dale oa be decei- 
3 ue ſo, as to faile of laluat ion It remaines therefore chat 
they ucuet fall wholly from grace receiutd. What needs 
more proate? The ſpiit is in them ſtmes waneny & immer. 


1. LB. . 
s tale, Immortall : why ſo f For ſooth (according to theſe 


he 1. mens glozing)becaule dying, he revives, Aſtrange gloſſe, 
3. nay rather, becauſe he never dyeth in them: for lo we ſay, 
I. Cor. I. the ſoule is ina nottall, becauſe it dy eth notzthe body mor. : | 
8. tall, though it tiſe againe. Shall I adde more teaſons: take — | 
theſe fromthe actions of God, Firlt, confirmation, and 
LS WS eſtabliſhment in grace” eas teleus, vnto the end, without | 


2 Tbeſſ. Interruption, Secondly, libecation fiõ euills, by preuenti- 
on: in evils, by ſuſtentation: out of euils, by giuing iiſue. 

Would you haue the iudgement of Ancients? I con- 
12. 9. feſſethey wiite ſmoſt of them) doubtfully in chis point: yet f 
1. Cer. Io. who ſo deſites ti eit ſentence, let him ieid what eA whine 4 
13. hath De bons perſcuerauc. ſoundly for this purpoſe: and | 
Ded. et  Gernard (it that booke were his) de Nat, et di;n tate Ani 
Oy 45. dini, alledgingcochis purpoſe the place ot lohn Hee that is 
r.loh.z,v9, here God,/ineth not, fc. Becauſe, ſay th he ſueu a man 
patitur peocatu, nen fac: preventing that obiection 
trom the fals of Dau & Peter: of Danid chus, (Haritatis mm 
co nequaquam fatta ſt abſuio , ſed quaſi quedaum ſe poratio. 
As Cluiſt ſpeakes of the roman tnthe Golpel, Sbe 17 nes 
eo. in Luc. dead, but ſleepeth. And Thephilat? thus parapbraſeth the 

ſpeech ot our Sauiour: OQamais beni tempore concutiendus 
hr habertamenrecondita fidet ſemina : i folia abrecerdt ſpiri- 
tus inwadentis, radix tamen vitel, et non deficiet fides tua. 
He loſt his leaues, not his roote, 
13 For this Seripture ſome thus anſwere: impoſſible,that is, 
locum, difficult. That good father Latimer much plealed himſelfe 
in this euaſion. And it is true, that im poſſibie with Arifforls | 
hath p aeceptationʒbus to my knowledge Scripture neuer 
_ wy" pen. ſo vſeth it, 5, Ambroſea little otherwiſe; impoſſible to mã, | 
nct to God : that is, impoſſible it ſeemes to ys to obtaine, 


) 
F 
: 
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yet poſtiblethreegh Gods gift: but neyther doth Ambr. ;1,h 10. 


lumleite Mcke to this anſwete, & the Apoſtle in ano or 26,27, 


place deſctyes the weaknes of ut, Somethus; fie + g 


are no poſuzons. ud its true, t hat ceralatiues ſlomtimes haue 


fotce of cond:t42nals. ut Caint Peter plainely affumes 2 4 77, 3 


poſhibiluy of reuvhting;end 3thinke we may yeoeld, thefe 
wor ds are no ea p bugbeares to aff. ig t vs withall, bot 
lach as intimate 4 pels1hility ct teuolung: for ſome meu, 
no que ſtiõ:ſor lo ne cui bi e. tor nn, truly ragereate, 
And we (hall anom heare, that none of theſe graces 1p 
true ren: uaò by the Spitz: of God. T bus much in the in- 
tetim tot clearing ofthe text. 

Let vs now ſee the particulats of it, They are chieſſy 
theſe tluce. bo ſt. eceſſiy ef froſciency. Seconuly, progreſſ? 
fa Reprel ate. I lutdly. f ere gpoſtacy. For the firit, Lee 
vi be led for wardio per fi lion; f er it u inpoſſible, of We fall 
awaygeurntolerentwedio reperiauce, Fulminat nie thinks, 
nos leg ver His words are not words, but thundetbelts to 
rouze v1 low e gtaking it for granted, that there is no 
medium, beta igſcemiig [wfficiency & certayne Apoſi acy, 
videt ſcula 0 iv:hlvernerd: et in ſcala Angelos. Jacob 
inavitcilayatlacucr, & on K Argels: where was none 
ſee ne ſuting er ſt· ndinꝑ fill ; but all eyther ꝛſcending or 
deſcendinę: to giue vs to vndetſtaud ([is Zernards gloſi: 
that in the ſtate ot this mortal lie, there is ro 1;catie be- 
ta ixt profetiior and deſeclion: but as ve ſce our hodie gal- 
waies cer growing or decteaſg, ſo muſt the Spirit el- 
waics ether better i ſelt, ot be im paired. Fut u het :hiough 
there be deſe ? o Beloued, me tanks, a e ſhevld i: em- 
ble at the merticr. of thera, Hy impaſtb le that tv? ſuch 
men ſLould be rene vet d. Beliold a moſt miſer2Þle ror dun. 
It had bene better neuer to have kon ne, then FH irg 
to turne backe. There is no ſiune don- in iir rance be- 
fore calling, but is capable ct pardon: P, la phery, 
Maxaſſer l is c uelty, Abrahams idolatty, Mary dent 
adulte iy. E ut for Ac ſt ac, that is 2 ſinne irrecouetable, 
no place for par don or repentantc e: God in lus iuſt iudge- 

ment giuic g ouer to hatdaes of heart, & impaſlibiliy of 
pentaner. 34 
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The frfit pare 
ticular in the 
test, 


Parnar, cpiſt. 
1557. 


2 Fe. 3. 


21. 


A Sermon preached 
Let me adde one other reaſon. Ita an v 


cla · 
rater of all graces, where they are in ſound net, thut they 


1. Pet. 2. are growings I you baue taftod bow ſwosto abe Tord is, there 

23. will be a delice to increaſe more and moro. There iſſues 

Fzek-47 from out the ſunctuary waters, euen the waters of life; ſee 
their enertaſe. Firſt, tothe aneles, then to the kueet, chen 
to the loines, afterv ar ds a riue that us mn cenld paſſe; T be 
recs grewin by ther riner, that bring foorth new fraus accor- 
ding to their moet What ſhould let to interprete, not 
onely of the progroſſe of the Goſpell, but of the efficacy 
of Gods Spirit in the hearts of his children? And for par- 


ticulars, ſearch and ſee whether there be any grace ſound 


— T* (hat growes not. From faith to ſaub, laithClewem; The 
4s from, Apoſtle ſeemes to ſpeake of a double faith, or rather in- 
1. deed of one, but increaſing continually, euen toperfetti- 
on. Infiaite might I be this way : wherefore if eythet wee 
would preuent the danger of Apoſtacy, gr prouide for 


our preſent comfort by aſſurance of ſoundnes, how need- * 


full is u to be led forward to perfection: 
Gius leaus then to echort᷑ a ith S. Aeg. ſemper ad 
Ee cc. Bealwaies adding,alwayes walking, Aly es profi 
3. ting · Andin any caſe take heed how we take a ſt and in this 
holy way ofthe Lord, or euer admit of one thoughe of go. 
ing backwards. Lot wife, euen for caſting aa eye backe to- 
wards Sam, became a piller of ſalt, an everlaſting monu- 
ment of Gods wrath vpon Apoſtates. The vices then here 
noted, are: Firſt, Sending at 4 ſtay. See Heb.1 23. And let 
me apply it to cheſe ſlo back times.. ſuns ſait h Berau, 
nn qui deſc ere ſolent, ſufficit nobis dc. N here are they that ſay 
ve bane hb, we woll be uo better then our father: G. 
* -. nache, non vn großere Nos Ns erg odeficeret Nequaguans: 
What thepe rel am, I will held ory ſelfe. Nec paior 
feripatior, wee mehior capi, ce Beloued, he could not 
haue ſpoken ficliertothe ſtate of theſe times: Nee prior fee 
cri patior, nec welder cis. Would God it were not the 
Emblemeofour Church, But I letue this Poco, & come 
to 


—ů — r 
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af - le. 
Moons hath God bene in his mercy towards ys in 
this kingdowe, granting vs meanes of knowledge, ſuch 
23 out fathers delired to inioy, but could not inioy them. 
And as Pan ſpeakes of this people, for the time we mught 
bans bens teachers: and would God it were not ſo, even 
in congregations wherethe word hath bene moſt plenti- 
fully preached, that they had neede te be raugbt ageine the 
very pri principles and rudiments of ( briſtias Religion, I will 
Kar tell you ſtrange things, yet trueʒ in places where che Gol- 
: pell hath long bene taught, are people notwichſtanding 
tound ſo grolſely ignorant of Chriſt leſus, that they know 
noteyther what he is, or why ſent into the world, what he 
wrought to procure redemption,or howthey may be par- 
takers ot lum. Neyther need we wonder there ſhould be 
weakenes, where is ſo groſſe ignorance, after ſuch plenti- 
full inſtruction. 
What then ſhould be the reaſons, of this ſo little or no Impedimencs 
berterivg in grace? One is, Opinion of ſuf iciency, Semper of 
8 tibs diſpliceas, layth Saint Auguſtine. No marucll, if there 
& be ſo little care of proficiency, where there is ſo proude a 
conceit of perfection. firive forward is perfettion, ſayth bi. 3.13 
the Apoſtle;what was his ſpurre? Opinion that he was not 
petfet᷑t. A ſec ond is,Comparmy ofour ſelues with inferior: or 
equals, where yet meanes of letterug are not equall, Our fa» 
thers with their modicum (ſay ſome) were ſauedʒ why not 
we*1 v ill tell youtn few words, Where men commit much, 14k .12, 


— 


they expel? the more; where leſſe commuted, leſſe is expetied. 48. 
Proceed we, I he way of therighteons fhineth as the light that Iro. 4. 18. 

feineth more and more to the perfecs day. It was a wonder in 
leſua his time, that the Sunne floedfitll; a greater, which be- Joſ. 10. 
fell in the dayes of Hezekiab, when be went backe ſo many 1 3. 

aqreei. Strange, that our Church ſhould ſtand at aſtay ; 2. R. 20 
more wonder (me thinks) and horrour alſo, that ſhee 11. 
ſhould go backward. Tow did run well, (ſayth the Apoſtle) Gal. 5.7, 
who did lit you?! I hans a fem S thee,that thow haſt Apec,2, 

beft 4. 
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left thy firſt love; Me thinks, when I but mention theſe 
things,we ſhould iudge our ſelues the people here meant. 
For, what is become of that ancient deteſtation of Anti- 
chrift, and his corruptions? while we begin to thinke, ve 
may ſeparate too farre from Antichrift, as Antichriſt; and 

Caſſander to ſtudy (as ſome 13 of the two Re- 
ligions: when as ſoone ſhall we compound light wita 
datknes, Chriſt with Belial, aa CHRIST wich Antichriſt, 
Gods pure worſhip with Popiſhſuperſtition, Shall I adde 
this one particular further let it not be offenſive, Tine 
was, when we knew to put difference betwix: profeſſed 
enen iet, and tnends tovs in affectien, though peaceably 
diſſencing from vs in ſome (mall poynts ot iudge ment. 
And then ſcuerityran her courſe againſt the greareſt and 
moſt Capitall ene wies. How is it no, that Lultice knous 
no cpicgcegas towards friends, & is ſo full of conniuence 
towards obdurate enemies? Mie thinkes yet, the ſword of 

x Magiſtracy,ſhould be diſt mos, two-edged;& it it pearce 
lo deepe as the floſh, and bones of friends, it ſhould bee 
ſheathed in the bowels of yarcconcilcable aduerſaryes. 

I.Thefſ.s5, Let me come no to our people; T hat ſingular loue to 
Iz. Minfters, for ibeir werksſake, what is become of ie? that 
-I. Tim. 5. double honor for them, that lab our in the word and defirine? 
17. Moſes of old was faiae ts proclaime a Sufficu, and ftarutes 

Mertmain® were once made with vs to reftraine ourrlauiſh contribu · 
tion. Thoſe were the times of ginizg, theſe are of withe 
drawing, And (brethien) at pᷣ heft riſing of the Goſpell 
amongſt vs, bow dia the kingdowe of beaunen ſuffer violence 2 

I. Sam. The wordofGod was precious in theſe dayes, As the Iſtaelites 

3. 1. when they fi: ft ſaw Auna, cryed out in wonder, Mas- bu: 

what in ies ſo excellent food, that the Lord bath vouch- 

ſafed vs ? ſo we of the Golpell, adwiring che rich grace of 

God, that began to ſhine vnto vs in the face of I ES VS 

Chriſt. Hou are we new ſated wic the plenty ef it, and 

cry out conte mptuoully, Nothing but this Marne, The 

world peftered with preaching: To ſay nothing of that 

temper, which many of vs begin to hold euen in Merali- 

ties; and to be halle perſwaded, there may be, Virtetis 
| 5 MN Deer, 
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nimium, too much precize nes euen in morall dutyes, and 
abiimence from euill. But leaue we theſe vicers, & come 
to the ſecond thing in the text. The progreſſe of Repro- 5h Nc 
batcs, for ſo I iudge it, becauſe their fall is without reco- member of 
uery . Their degrees are fiue, Fi ſt, Idun atran, that where» The teh her 
as naturally men know not the things of G O D, nor can Kere 
know them; walke in tlie blindneſſe and vanity ot their 
minds, embraciꝭ g ert our for truth, darkeneſſe tor light, 
the Lord thus fette veuclilafeth grace euen to Repro- 
bates, that they ſee and acknowledge the truth of Religi- 
on, diſtaſte errours, diſcerne, acknowledge, approue that 
which is truth in Ieſus Chriſt, That Caſtawayes go thus 
farre, Peter play nely affirmes, ſpeaking of ſome wen,cleane 2. pet. 2. 
eſcaped from thoſe. that are wrapped in ernours, bo pet are 18,20. 
mtargled ag ais and ouercome. What need many inſtances: 
Come not very Reprebates in the laſt day proteſſing, 
that they lane preptecied in Clnifis name? and was not Ja- Mt. 7. 22 
das, a> his fellou es, inſttut ed in the truth of the Goſpel, Mat. Io. 
when diſmiſſed with the teſt ro preach the Goſpell? 1 
might be in finite this way, © 

How then is knowledge by eur Sauiour made a pledge 
of eternall lite: leb. 17. 3. Ani. Knowledge of God in 
Chriſt, admits ſundiy differences, according to Mea ſaret, 
Manner, Efficacy. iſt, there is a confuſed knewiledgeof x, 
Chriſt; much like that light, which men poare-blind haue 2.5. 1. 


Dol chings farre diſtant. Such for the moll part is the know- Murpax- 


onres, 


ledge of Reprobates. To heare how fluently thoſe men 
can diſcourſe of the ſecrets of Nature, hom diſtinctly they 
vtter things, which naturall reaſon apprehends, it many 
times breedes.admiration in the mindes of the hearers, 
But when they come to ſpeake of the myſteries ot Religi- 
on, alas, how contuſedly tumble they out their little or no 
apptehenſion : that eueiy man ay ſee they are but ſmat- 


terer in the ſecrets of Chtiſt. The knou ledge of Gods 


children is much more . J 
© Secondly, there is a general knowledge of CHRIST 2+ 
and Redemption by him wrought 3. and chere is another 

| ſome ſtaw aie s go farre, perhaps 


1 * 
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lob. 19. I knowthat (my) Redeemer linetb. to Pauls neuer, Cirift los 
25+ wed (m1) and gane bimſclfe for me.) neuet co Diuids, J will 
Gal.2 20 fell ges what br hath d ine fir (my) ſoule, Thirdly, there is 
P[.65.1G. , Knowledge conſiſting in I heorieʒ there is another which 
3*' n ioyaed with ſence and experience; when we knov an! 
Phl.3. 10 feelethe po ver of Chrilts dach, and the vertue of his re- 
ſurrection, In the Theoricall exceilthe wicked, not ſo ia 

the Experimentall, 

4 + Liſtly, there is an Idle and unſruuſull Knowledge, there 
2-Per.1.8 is againe a Knowledge that is mother of boly obedience, And 
1.199. 3.3 this deſinft, particular, experimental, prachicall know edge 

is that, thatyaduubtedly accompantech laluation. 

Let me apply it thus to thete times, full of ſcience, 

voyd of conſcience; wherein how many bleſle them - 
ſelues in tlus that they know, and yet kno.v not, in what 

poynt of knowledge they out- ſtrip a Reprobate? Try the 

the liglit which is in thee, whether it be more, then m 

be in the children of darkneſſe. For which purpoſe, to 

the former diſtin tions adde allo chele two characters. 
Looke firſt, [f Hamility be ieyned with Knowledge. Kuowleds e 

E. Cor. 8. 2 (vn-lanttified) pufigth vp the heart, and makes it (.ycll 
with contempt ot our Brethren, Now would God there 

were not too euident footiteps of this vncharirable deſpi- 
ſing our brethren ! How arg our papers ſtutteI with con- 
temptuous ſpeaches of them: Engliili ines, Nouices, A- 
becedarics in diutaitic, are now the ſpeaches we can 

affoord our fellow-labourers, perhaps leſſe trauelled in 

the Ancients than our ſelues, yet as fruntfull in their mi- 

niſtery, as they, i̊ to them ſelues ſeeme greater Cleat ks. 

Alas (be loued) who bath ſeperated thee? or what haſt ibo, 

which thow beſt not received? eyther hat piety teacheth, 

to vpbraid with Ignorance thoſe, who haue notreached 
to thy meaſure of ſcor ning Knowledge? Ignorance (it 

any) would be pitied, not inſulted over, c ſpecially in 

pro. 10. Brethren. Conſider ſecondly, whether there be inthee 
21. a Aire of Communicating, The lips of rhe Righteous feed ma- 


\ + 
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xy, ſaith Salomon: and againe, The lips of the wiſe ſpread Pro. 15. 


abroad Knowledge & Kknoaledge, aheie cuer it is in lond- 7, 
neſle, is as new wine in veſſels. deſirous of vent. What 
then may be thought ct thole Seraphicall DotJonrs (at 
they wouicleene the one iy Gn ſl ick ot tleie times, tor 
« hoſe profound learning, no o, ioule can ſay he the 
better: 


But I haſten tothe next ſtep. Hare taſted of the beaurny The ſecond 


ly gife, To omit the coniectures of others: | bus heavens 
ly gift Itake to be leſws Chriſt, with thoſe ti caſutcs of wrſe 
dome and righiecaſuee, which the Lord hath Rored vp in 
him, and tenders co euery of vs tobe teec iued by the 
har.d of fahl. I/ tben kneweſf the giſt ef God, and whoit i, 
that ſaub vnto thee, &c. lch. 4. 0. | hele latter words ic me 
take exegeſicos, intimating that this gitt , nuted withthar 
exoke, 1>CErift leſus hin:ſeite, made to v1 of Cad, Wiſ- 
dome ,rightesuſneſſe, ſanthification, and revemption, Com- 

re herewith Rom. 8. 32; I his the n is the thivg, which 
the Apoſtle afficmes, that euen Reprobates attaine vnray 
viz. Anouerly apprehenſion of the excellency Chr Ieſws, 
and the bleſſed eſtate of thoſe, that are made partakers 
of him by faith! they may ſee, u lt is the comtort of te- 
miſſion of Ghnnes; ot a conlcience ſprinkled with $bloud 
of Chriſt; of tree acceſſe with confidence to the throre of 
grace. As Serippa having heard Paul deliver ti e ſumme 
of the Goſpc il, the hujiniliation and glorie af Chriſt, the 
benefits thence 2ccruing vnto vs, as ore rauithed with 


the excellency oftliefe things, cries out; Almeſt then per. AT 28. 
ſwadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, And Belaam, that wietch, 28. 


beholding the Ele ſſe d e ſtate of Gods people, defirous to 
partske with them in happines, paſlionately thus prayes: 
obthat my ſoule might dye the death of the righteens, and my N# 
latter end belihe bes) 10 

What is then the difference, betwixt the ſu eetneſle, 


u hich Gods children find in Chriſt, and that which the 


Heires of petdition apptehend? Anſ. A child of God, 
C 3 | ſeeing 
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ſeeing the excellency of Chriſt Ieſus, values him at ſs 
Seola'a, higharate,as that for winning of hin, he accounts all 
Fbil. 3.8, things dung and drefſe, what euer profit it loſe him, hat 
euer trouble it gaine him, he ſtrives as for Ie and death 
* d tobepartaker of him. I hat pious cruelty, Saint Hicrome 
feats of, you ſhall ſee in hum; if father mother, wife clul. 
ren, ary thing he in li woy te binder lum from Chriſt: be 

treads all ynder foot ſor Chriſt: ſake, and lones not life vnto 

death, laying once taſt ed of the ſweetneſle of his bloud, 

de in es to drinke deeper ot it, yea though much bitter- 

nes of the Crefle be therewithall mingled. With Hypo- 

crites it 1sfarre otherwiſe ; it within g would winne him, 

they would not want him: or it together with him they 

wight enioy the pleaſures of their finnes, nothing ſhould 

be more welcome. Hut to ſell all for Chriſt aud bis Croſſe, to 

exchange the treaſures of Aeg ypt for his rebuke, this is an 

hard ſaying: no Reprobate can endure it. 

Thedhird The 3 ſtep in their progreſie followerth.Partakers of the 
belyGheſt, Some hereby vnderſtand Rewewrng : I would 
Job. 14. belecuc, but that Chritt tells me, /e tte Renewing ſpirtt a- 
16. bides for ener, it 1mmortall ſeed, 4 Welle, ling waters, 
leb, 4. 14. [prengivg vp is life eternall. What then is the boly Ghoft 
here mentioned? and how farre are they partakers of 

hin? Anl. What if we vnderſtand it of theſe extraordt- 

nary gifts of the ſpirit, whereotin the hiſtoi) of the Acts 

is frequent mention? Learned Interpreters ſet me not 

to diſſent. But let me adde ſomething more; Other gifts 

of the Spnit there are, which Reprobates partakez of 

kinne (perbaps) to ſanctiſication, but yet not ſanctiſca- 

2. Tim. 1, tion. 1. That ſpirit of Compwnttiow and Feare how many 
7. Caſt- awaies are poſſeſſed witchall, howling euen with the 
Kew, 8. voice of Dragons for their ſinnct, as cauſes of that hors 


15. rour here wich their Conſciencet are ſurpriſed? 2. Out 
Heb, 12, of this Feare flowes an excellent meaſure, Externell refor- 
17. »4tion and reſſraint; ſo powerfull, as (were it not 


che Tue diſcouers Hypocrifie) thou w ouldſt ſweare they 


were trus Nathanielt, right Iſnaclites indeed, 3. Yea — 
a then 
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then this, A Wouderſall ſernency of 72al: for the Lord of 
Hoftes, Come with me and ſrethe zes that | ber fer the 
Lord, layth halting Ich, 2. Reg. IO. 1G, 4. And to cen- 
clude)with how any holy monens ate ſuch men inſpi- 
red how often heare they that voice belund them, Thur is 
the way, walke in it? yea purpo es alſo conctiue d, to follow 
the ſpirits gu dance: 

In this pc int therefore, he reis do Gods childiẽ go be- 
yond them t Anſ. T hat alu yes is accompliſhed in che 


If 30.21, 


Sante, which S. Paul prayethtor the Theſſalonians; that 


they are |, anthifpedilrangbourt; un thesr whole ſpirit, and ſoule I 4 be. 5. 
ana body, and that eſpecially ia them is eminent, J hey 23+ 
hearts are renen tate an vifayned lone of God in c hre Jeſas; 

lo chat hatid euer they doin Gods ſetuice, proceeds fo 

this fountaine, Lese ef Godin Chrift, 2. Cor. 5. 14. 

F ollo weth their fourth ſtaire. aue tafed of the good Word The fourth 
of God. I like that expoſition, T he good word of God that is, erfer. 
the Golpell, bar s of good things, andgreat 10 to Gods & 2.10, 
people, tor herewith ate the wickedaffected euen to re- . i0. 
ioy cing. They receine the word wub er, Aut. I 3 20. 

Now (briefly) the difletences bet it them: and Gods 
children in reioy cing are thefe. I. Grownds of wy in the x, 
Reprobat et, are carnall deepe myſ eres things nonel/ontand 
rare much affect thein, as Abet, A. 17. 20. Mar, 

12.37. 2. Miſanderſ anding: the promiſes rauih them, the 2. 
Conditions are diſtaſtefull; Kefirarnts vncomfe rtable. As to 
malefactours in priſon, the tydiags of a generall pat don 

after a Parliament, how welcome is it? the preface e ſpe- 

cially runnes mernly; Ie pleaſeth the King of his merciſull 
inchnaiion, to par den all ſaulis and ofencer, But when the 
reſtraints come in the atter- claule, Fxeept wart her, 
Treaſons, and Eurglaries, & c. ho is all that icy turned 

into mourning, and mur muring at the grace of the Par- 

dener, from which they are excluded: 3. Thisioy ari- 

ſeth ſadden;y, like a flath of lightning: [ncontinently ſaith 37 12. 
our Sauiour ) they rectine the werd with tay, Whereas neuer 20. - 
wes child of God ſaddenly brought fro Hell to Heauen, 

C4 from 


Ink, Iz. 
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from the diſcomfort of a wounded conſcience, preſently to 
reioyce in the Goſpell. 4- As ſ#dden/y wrought,(o as ſud» 
deny and irreconerably leſt; whereas the ioy of the Saints 
is durable, leh, 16. 22. 5+ This ſweet nes once taſted by 
a child of God, by an heart ſeaſoned with grace, ſo affects 
them, that all things are ſooner parted withthien the Gol- 
pell. An Hypocrite likes well of the word, ad bars: »/que, 
till it tauch lum in his earthly profits, ho be it, rather then 
the ſu ine ſhould periſh, Chriſt himſelſe ſhalbe entreated 
to depart out of their Coaſles, Mat. 8. 3 4. 

The higheſt pitch, they can reach vnto, remaines, Ta. 
ſled ef the powers of the world to come. C iieton (me thinkes) 
well ay mes at the meaning. To tale of che powers of the werli 
to come, layth he) is, when « man for the world to come, for 
the ſuture veſurreFFion, and the laſt indgement, begims to ſat 
vp the regiment of the ſoule ouer the body, Thus ſpcaks hee 
lice a Þ hiloſopher, of fleth and (pirir. Let me adde ſome- 
thing for more diſtin explanation, Men are ſayd to tate 
of the powers of the world to come, whenas the meditation 
of the life to come, beginning at the laſt tadgemet, works 
powerfully in their hearts, How powertull this meditatiõ 
is, we may ſee in many ſecking to enter, but mot being able, 
Take for inſtãce thoſe poore ſoules in y Church of Rome, 
drunken with the wine of that harlets fornicatios, VV hat volũ- 
tary macerating of the body, diſtributing their goods, a- 
bandoning the world, ſee we in them, and all to purchaſe 
their beauen* Neuer were the Prieſts of Baal more zea- 
lous for their Idoll, then theſe for themſelues, to wiane 
ſaluation. And ſhall we ſay they enter? If any man ſo 
thinke, I may commend his cherity, but ſhall neuer 
prooue his iudgement, Heare the Apollle, Iſrael, which 


31,32, followed the law of righteanſneſſe, atiayred not to the law of 


righreauſnes. Wherefore? Becanſe they ſought it not by faub, 
but as by the works of the law. 
The application is eafie. Andthough I will not ſay, 
but that ſome man holding iuftification by N by 
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chef, may perhaps be ſave]: yet th I think ] way be bold 
to sthrme,whoſocuecr helds n ax ht beſ for lus on ne par- 
ticular, a lew, or Infidell me be ſaued as (cone as he. 

VV hat is then the odds bets. xe Gods child, and a re- 
probate iu this behalfe? Ani. A Reprobate makes lum ſelt 
the onely or principall tern e of us intention in allius 
performances; nor otherwiſe can deſite Gods glory, then 
as ſubordinate to his on ne benefit. A mecre mercenary 
aflection ſliall you ſee in all ſucli: no one thing done of 
love towards God, or with ſincere deſire to glot iſie his 
name. Gods child, though he vſeth medication of ſalua- 
tion as a (purre to obedience, yet beholds ſon et ling bes 
yond it, more to be Gefired ; ih at is, That Cod in all things 
may Le gleried. And it euer the queſtion could come be- 
tuvct Gods glory and the ſaluation of has ſoule, whether 
ſhould be preferred, rather had he be Anathema from 
cbriſt, then that the glory of GOD ſhould be iwpeached, 


Row. 9.3. 


Its au excellent ſpeach of Bernard, Non ſine premio d ligi- Benn. de 


tur Deus eiſi abſq; pramis miuits difigendss ſit. and zgoine, 
Vacua nomg; vera char itas eſſe ven poteſt, nec tamen mercena» 
ria eſt. And t his is the vndoubted chatacter of our ado 
tion, and regeneration to that immortall, vndeſiſrd, and ne. 
ucr- fading inheritance, riſerued for vs in the heavens, 


dibpendo 
7 $0,Cap, 35 


Now (brethrey) tor cloſing yp of this point, giue mee application, 
leave to exhort, as the Apoſtle doth; Prozuc our ſelues 2. Cer. 13. 
Whether you be inthe fouub or no ; examine your ſelnts, Hee 5, 


doubles the exhortatiõ, becaulc its a matter waighity, and 


of moſt diffic ult performance. and Peter, Oiue diligence to 2. Pet. I. 
make your calling ande lectios ſure. Beloued in Chrilt le ſus, 10. 


its no ſo ordinary a grace, as we commonly imagine, to be 
aſſured of ſoluation, or adoption. For be hold, bow many 
great things cuen Reprebarcs attaine vnto! Knowledge of 
the myſiery of Chriſt; apprehenſion of bis excellency , werthy 
Zis of the holy Ghoſt; reicycirg m the Geſpell, many power full 


- effefit of the worldte come; and yet are neyther choſen to 


ſaluation, nor indeed truely tegenc tate to a liuely hope 
| EE D ; | in 
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in CHRIST IESVS. Alas (beloued) how many 
are there amongſt vs, boaſting of vndoubtfull aſsurance 
of ſaluation, that neuer reached to this ſcantling of Re- 
probates 
I lay therefore againe, preus we 414 examine eurſelues, 
ſift we theſe deceirtull hearts of outs roche bottome, that 
we may attaine ſome meaſure of wel grounded aſsurance, 
that we are the ſonnes of God. Let thus alſo be che touch- 
{lone which the Lord ſeemes ro commend ynto vs. Com- 
pare we our meaſure of grace, with that wee fin4 Re- 
probates to haue attained;nor let vs euer pleaſe our ſelurs 
in any one, till we can ſay of euery one, Herein yet 1 goe 
beyond a Reprobate; Thus farre could neuer caſt-away aſcend, 
What if wee haue the knowledge of Chriſt? what if faith, 
ſo that wee could remoue mountzynes, and want obedi- 
ence? Canthat knowledge ſaue vs 2 can that faith aſsure 
vs? Behold, euen Reprobates alleadge for themſ:lues ; 


at. 7. 22 Lord, baue not wee + in thy names ? and in thy name 


caſt ont Dewills? yet heare cheir yncomforcable diſmiffi- 
on, Depart from mt, I know y, What though wee 
haue ſeene the excellency of CHRIST 1 ESYVS : can 
with, 45 Salaam, our ſontes may dye as the rightesat? what 
if we lament, with Eſau 7 take thought” with Iudas, and 
wiſh our ſianes had neuer bene committed ? yea, what if 
our outward life be reformed and anended, and actions 
rforiwed, ſauouring of vpriglitneſſe and zeale for the 
ORD: haue not Reprobates (I prey you) gone eueu 
thus farre ? r 
Nor let any man ſay, that this is a defperate and an 
vncomfertable doftrine; lr is ſo, (perhaps) to pteſumert, 
while (ach; but tends inthe ifſ1c to the greater an | ſtron- 
er comſoti and conſolation of G O D S choſen e- 
ct. Hee hach comfort iadeed, that hath ſuch as will 
hold out in the day of their te mptation and triall. I heuer 
tked that «Acadewical! eAcatalepſy in this point of 
Godsloue and purpoſe to ſaue; for men to hang like 
meer? 
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avarrers in the aire, betwixt Heauen and Hell, deubcfull 
hope and flauiſh feare. Ac c ſit aſ , e- 
Ar (ſaith Bernard) quorum of duluare de om u¹ ſcire ni= 
bel, Let ws leaue theſe thinkings to Academicks, Whoſe pre- 
ſeſſion js to deni of all things, and ts be certaus of ne- 
thang, 

T E may make men hypocrtitet can neuer worke ſoũd 
and ſincere obedience, We liue God, becanſe be loned vs I. Jb. 4, 
frſt. And it's mpeflible to love him, nll we haue lus 19. 


aue ſhed abroad im our hearts by the boly Ghoſt, And let men Re. 5. 5 


ſay what they will, that it de ſttoyes all care cf good lite, 

this yet is the truth; T how neuer beginreft to le well ins 

deede, till thou know, that thou and thy workes are ac- F/eb, 11. 
cepted with God, and hall certainely bee rewarded. G. 
Ihen tunnt a man chearetully in the raceof Chriſtianicy, 

when he knowes he runnes not at vncertaintics. AAdit x, (or, 9, 
dull; che affection in well-doirg, while we are ignorant, 26, 

or doubtfull of cur reward, But yet there is another 

rocke , as 8 as this, at which many a ſoule 

makes ſhipwracke; t hat 1s,Preſwmption, Lea I dare (ay, 

more ori by preſmming , then ener dud by deſpairing. There, 

fore | (oy agaiue with Teter, Bee diligent to make thy c- 

ling and election ſure; and know, it is poſsible te attaine aſ- 

ſurance, but thou hadſt neede bee diligent; God i no# 
prodegall of ſuch graces, as do acc nn ſaluation, 

Inc laſt thing remain es; namely, The perillof Apeſtaſy. The third foo. 
It's impeſſible for men thus entghtned, c. and falling 4. t Ton, 
Way, & c. tobe renewed te repentance, Let vs ſuſt waigh 
the termes, Falling, Impoſſibilny, Repemtance. 

Of falling there are three degrees, I. Lſusj parti= 
cular flips, er foiles, that euen Gods ſeruants take in wre(ſt- 
ling aga inſt ſinne. Secondly, Declmations, or ebbings, 

(as I may terme them) of GODS grace in their hearts, 


Thirdly, Relaphwy, - and falling away to a courſe of im- 
piety. 
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Gal. 6. 1. Avtonching particular ſlips, which yu calles Par- 
' fomare;we heard before lat Nouatiaas tauglit, that cutn 
theſe after Bap:iſino were iitecouerable. Being preſt with 
diuers inſtances of Gods Saints, of whole repentance we 
read, as well as of their falles, an i with chol2 Scriptures, 
which teſtie out comm 12 infic.oity, 211 Gods tea ines 
to ſhe mercy at length they begin to reſttaine it to 
lome particulars, 3s I, formets28. 2. {doleiry. 3. 1 emall 
of brit in perſecution, Thele they caught, to be ſianes 
of ſo high a Nature, as ad nitced no par don, nor poſſibili- 
ty of tepenting. 5. A uiae this dealt by tatiace fromn 
L b. queſt. de poynt to poynt. For fornication we baus (aitli he) Dand; 
— 2 example. He might hau ſay d, tor inte tic ſelte Lr. And 
leſt any man ſay, This asia the old Felt enen true, 
not ſo ia the new; beſi des that (as Ai, Oblecurth 
ie is incredible, that in this day of grace Gd nhercy 
2. Cor, 2. (h>ald be ſcanted; hat ſay we ot that luceſtuous perſen, 
7, % Fforwhoſerettoring againe into the Church, Pau himſelie 
I, Cor, 5, becomes a Petittonet, aad teſtiſies, that hy deluery vp to 
5, Sat ban wal to this -end, that bis ſpirit mig hs be ſavedintbe 

day of the Lord leſui: ; | 
As for Idolatry, the ſame Father thus reaſons from the 
Lords fact, inuting a people deeply ingaged in this 
int e to Repentance, and proclaiming pardon: Quos vet» 
Cipri-ep, ib que 4d PXniceutians Dommnus nowhor;eretur, {(aich ne bleſ- 
4+ ep. 2, ad led Mattyr, and Biſhop, Saizt Cyprian) n. ſ quia pxrnitent is 
— but ind geutiam ppilicetur. T he Lord would never exhore 
vaio Repentance, were it not that he (not onely purpoſcd, 
but\promiſed alſo par don to them repentine, He night haue 
added, as in other places, the promil: of God to the 

leaes, Fg 36: 25. wy 

An I for deniall of Chriſt through inſirmity, how plaine 
2148, 26, an inſtance haue we inthe Apoltle Peter, denying, yea 
abiuring Chriſt, Leſus through Feare of perſecution, yet 
. .. brought to Repentance, and receiued to mercy? And as 
An * holy Ambreſe ipeakes, Namquid cadem ef eaaſa "wy qui 
toute 
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ſpente neg at ot eius quem torments inc linauerint ad ſacrilegi- 
we , nou ve h Againe Yicgt cot pz" 4 191 aunrriu perß via. ; 
lem, lyſis: Orb,, de hutnſ no: lepis li requiramar ſenten- — 5 
tiam, nouve videtur dicere, Populus bie labine me h, cor 
ae cru age df} ame? And what meanesthe Apo- 6.1 
tle, to bid Reſtore thoſe that re eue ra- by infirmity, it — 
there be no hope of reitituttion? And the beloued Diſ- 
ciole,  beſe things I wrote, that you i,, not; but if any 1.4 8 
ſeune, we haue an Adu:cate with the Father gc, I, 

To leaue theretote tlu, lan: canin ia bees as Cy pri- Epit, qua 

K R ſupra. 

an termes , indeed the murtherer of the Bhrethres: Sinnes 
in this que ſtion we mult learue thuʒ to meaſue, rotlo 
much b , the quantity of the matter herein they are com- 
mitred,as by the greatneſſe of that malice a heteout they 
vue, The fc ves vlaiphemy was thertore vnparJanable, 
not becauſe Blaſphemy, but becaulc ex malenolentia,futh | 
Auguſtiuc iu Jicially. Ang. vb ſu. 

A iecon.! degtet i falling, vhich is al tecouerable, is 
that, which I tearmed Declination, or Partiall decay of 
the graces of God for a time, in reſpect of their ſenſible 
oper-ti»n. Hereot read what the Spirit ſpeakes to the 
Church of Ephelu'z Thow baſt leſt thy firf} lone, he meanes Apes, 2: 
that feruout of affection, luch before they had euiden 5 * 
ced, Vet repent pud di thy firſt workes, there is hope df 
retaining thy Candleſticke. Faw/ſaw a winter ef the Phi- Phil, 4. 
liopiasloue, yet luued to ſee their care ſpring and bleſſom 10, 
atreih, And who is there, euen of the molt perteft, tbat 
feeles no- thele cbbings & ſlowings of Gods grace & ith- 
in hi n: What thea is that Falling lo deſperate, here men- 
tioned? AH. It is that tot all Relapſiag from grace receined, 
I cannot in fever or more pithy termes expreſſe it, then 
Maſter lun hath done hetote me, thus; when as a man p,,.;., ; I 
falles, I. Tetus, 2, Ex tete, 3. In tetum: The whole '. Cap. 6, 
man in iudges ent, will, aff eci10ns, ali ur, from all grace, to 
all tmp ms enormtyes, Saint Peter thus Fhen a man turnes 2. Pet. 2. 


«way from the bol (oma ande ment iuen vito hi 1,45 42 4ine 21 23s 
D 3 fniangled 
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imtangled and onercome, retrancs he the Dog to bit vomit, 
and with the Come to her in the mire. The Repen- 
tance of ſuch men, ſo falling, 1s impoſſible, 
Impeſſibilay is of 2. ſorts: one Abſolue : the other ex 
bypolef. Abſolutely impoſſible it is not, they ſhould be 
renewed ; for what contradictiõ implics it? But ſuppobn 
the vnchangeable wil of God toP contrary: ſoitis impo 
fable they ſhould euer repent; becauſe y righteous Lord 
determined thus to puniſh their malicious de ſertiõ. 
rr ay come perhaps ad metamelegas: 
and it the damned in hell befoole theme 
lelubs tor impiety, why may not theſe men come to ſuch 
aq after t· taking, and with, that their ſinnes had 
never heene committed? But toa godly ſorrow and 
change of their minds, ad metanq am it's impoſsible 


tbemſeluot ag eine the Sonne of God, & expoſe lum toinfamy, 

The Scripture vſeth to implead our actions, not ſo 

much conſidering their euent, which the Lord by his 

power vſually diſappoints, as waighing our intenbõs, and 

the nature ot our deeds, in themſelues conſidered. Exe 

1. Cor, $, ah ple. By thy meet bel thy weakg brother persſh, for whong 
11. Chriſt died. Vnderſtand it not ot the euent, but of the Na- 
ture of the action. So here, the Lord Chrift (indeede) 
riſen from death, now dicth no more, but liueth for euer 
clothed with maieſty and honour, Yet, for that their 
facts in themſelues conſidered, are ſemblable to the 
curſed cruelty oi the Iewes, they are ſayd againe to cru- 
cify the Sonne of G O D. What? tomake Chriſt 
our 
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our pack-horſe for our wilſul finnes? to fruſtrate a8 
much as in vs lieth) the end of bi, det ro draw hi 
downe againe from Heaven, to make new ſatisfaction 
for our preſuwpruous rehellions : to fill the mouthes of 
Pagans with bla ſphe my ot that hely name, ater which we 
are named: MW hat had the leu es crueity more exccta- 
ble in it? Such Mif-creants, & hu ill not ſay, but they 
are iuſtly Jeprived of the heneſit of Chriſts tacrifice? an d 
periſh eternally i fearefuil eæpectatieu of vengeance,and of Heb. Io. 
| violent fire to deugure them ? Againe, Compare the Lords 26, 27. 
| dealing with that, u lich e all cout equal amõgſt inen. 
When 2 man hath ſpent the vtmeſt of his paine, and 
colt, and ſill in manuring lus ꝑround, hoping to reape 
benefit by his induſtrious and ceſtiy huibandry, yet finds 
no crop, but thornes and briers; lay we wot ot ſuch ſoyle, 
chat it delerues not the ſe cond paynes of the owner, but 
to be lett as a Deſart, and dweliing for wild Beaſtes? yea, 
tobe accutſed fer euer, and deuoted tothe fire? And 
when the Lord hath laboured with ſuch barren hearts, 
ploughed vp their fallow ground, fowne the ſee des of e- 
ternall life, a atered them with che dew of heauen, lookes 
(asiuſtly he may) fer ſruits of obedience, reapes none 
but the curſed ſruites of contemniog his graces and wil- 
full Apoſtacy; is it not equall with the Lord, togiue hard 
neſſe of heut: to deſtinate to deſtruction, ncuer to be 
recouered? I his is the tighteous Lords dealing with As 
' Rates z this the recompece he reapes,tor ali his panes 
eftowed on them. Holy theretore, and iuit, and cquall 
is this will of God in giuing vp luch to hardnefl: and in 
poſsibility of te penting. 
Now (Brethren) we haue heard the meaning of the Aerea u. 
Text, we haue ſeene the truthof what is here tauglit, 
with y equity of this iudgemẽt of God vpon their ſoules: 
Let me now ex liott in the Apoſtles words, Tale beed ( Heb.3.12: 
1 ſay againe take heed) ie here be in any of vf an em! heart, 
| and vnſaubſull, to depart from the linirg Ged, Surely, 
except the Lord ſhould preſently ſend vs dowuetorhe 
place of our inquity, where is payne cndleſſe, 
» PF callefle,, 


—ä—w— 


= 
1 . : 
— — .—_—_— 


—— — — — — — Oo—_S 


— I ron mo 


_ 
— A — 
— a na — 


A Sermon preached 


ealleſſe, & remedileſſe, he could not inflict a greater iudge- 

ment, then thus to permit: vs to Apoſtaſie. And let no 

man ſsy, this caueat concernes not him: // am mas ſcen. 

I. Cer. 10, to bimſelſe to fland, let him, (of all others) rake leede, bf 

12. be fall, Yea, | would ro God, there were not too euident 

tokens, I ſuy not of Apoſtaſ e, but of declnings at leaſt 

"to a worſe condition, m many of vs. There is be ſide this y- 

niwerſall yenolting another kind of Apoita/ir, which we call 

partial l, a fe aretull mclinet tothis irrreecoucrable conding ; 

And it is ofthree forts, I. iniwdgement, 2. in Affection, 
3. i0 Prall. ſe. b | 

In Indgement, when a man, in ſome particulars, falls 

fro the ſoundnes and jincertty of iadgement. The Apoltle 

layeth tlus to the charge ot the Galatiam ; that hauing bin 

rightly inſtructed in the meanes of iuſtification and ſalua- 

Gal.I.6, tion, they weropreſently carried away to another Goſpell; 

& 3» 3. andhauing beg un in ibo ſpirit, would be per ſeted mike fleſh. 

And are there not euidences yno of (uch Och: in 

many oſ vs ey We were wont to haue our Schooles and 

Apec, pulpits ring of this truth, 7 he Pope 15 Antichriſt, Rome Ba. 

1 4 4. Gylon,andibat whoſeener wilbe ſengd,xwuſt forſake comm uri. 

an with ber, Of late we haue bethought our ſelues of a new 

See tor Antichriſt: new Rome, rather then the old; a 

new Citty, ſet on ſeuen hills, neuer dreamt of till of late, 

diſcouered by Popiſh Geographers, But bleſſed be God 

ait pref, that hath directed the heart and pen of our learned Soue- 


i-4 


Dien. Krol. raigne, ſo graphicallyto be bepaint him by his place, pro- 


rties, time of reuealing ! &c, So that now (I doubt not) 
Antichriſt ſhall againe be Antichriſt, Rome Babylon, and 
out people e horted, not ſo much to bethinke the mſelues 
of returning to Rome, astheir mother, at to flye fro that 
ſcarlet u hore mode drunk with the bloud of Gods Saints. We 
u ere wont to be taught iuſtification by faith onely, wich- 
out workes of Nature, Law, yea ot of Grace it ſelfe. Shall 
we not ſay, they decline apace, that will haue workes en- 
ter Iuſtiſ cation unc ia ſang une ( hriſti: did res in the bleud 
| f 
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of chr: Avricular Confeſſion we were iuſtly taught to 
deteſt, as aſnare of mens Conſciences, a burthen not to 
be iudured by Chriſtians, How then ſay ſome amoglt vs, 


there needes no more but a modification ( ſeparate ſore 


few abuſes in the waner, the ching may well be reitore 4 
inthe Church. Theſe are ſtrange declinattons: GOD 
graunt, not fore-runners of greater Apoſtaſy. 

In aſfectios, hen the heat of ourzeale for God, & leve 
of his truth is abated in vs. 1 haus a few ie tber 
(faith the Lord to the Angel! of Epheſus) tha rhew haſt 
left thy firſt lose. Shall } ſay, the Lord hatha few things, 
and not rather many againit the Church ot England, tot 
leauing her firſt loue 2 where is that ancient ſeverity and 
{tri hand over Papifts ? of whom I may well ſay, T hey 
ate generally of the ſlauiſheſt natvre of any mẽ vnder the 
Sunne; the very cluldren of Hagar; a little of her Maſters 
indulgence what inſolency workes it? longer then ſhe 
feeles the rod of her miſtreſſe, ouer-inſolent. And who 
euet ſa the fruite of lenity this way, that the number hath 
bin any way abated, and net rather increaſed by fotbea- 
rancey How odious once was that Idell of the Mlaſſe : 


2. 
Abs. 2.4 


when, if men would needs adore it, it muſt be is the cham · zel. 8. 
bergof ibem [magery, mad in the walier: Now (if Fame bee 12. 
not too feule a lier) on enery hill, vnder every greenetree, Heſ. 4. 


may the louers of the whore commit their fornications; 
yea, euẽ in London, the eye of the Land, no where more 
frequent. 

In Prafliſe: when in manners we grow more diſſo- 
lute, and leaue our ftrifines. And here (beloued Chriſti. 
am) where ſbould I begin to complaine? that which Iſaiah 
ſpeakes of Iſrael in reſpett of Gods Judgements, is it not 
as true of Englãd in regard of her fianes? The whole head 
#1 ficke, & the whole heart heany; from the crowne of the bead 
zo the ſole of þ fete there u not hing ſound, but all full of ſrel- 
lings and putrified ſores , The Court and City full of effemi- 


nate delicacy; the Country of helliſn profaneneſſe; Ma- 
E giſtrates 


13. 


3. 
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gſſtrates ſhameleT: in brivery ; Miniſters euen benun- 

med with idleneſſe; the people generally become Liber- 

Gal, 5-7+ tines in Religion, B:loucd, yes did ran well, who bath lee 

ve (till) ts obey the truth: Courtiers were wont to ace 

count Religiõ theit glory, & he was of old eſteemed molt 

honorable, that was moſt carefall to promote the Goſ- 

pell. How now begin they to caſt lots for Chrifts coate, 

Cen. 47. and to ſhare amongſt them the portion of Leui? things 

22. which amongſt the barbarous Egyptians were accounted 

holy? And when (till now) lacked the Englith Court 

ſome Trivunes of the people, care full to kee e from the 

N ouer· grie uous impoſitions:? Hoy do all men ſeeke their 

Nich. 3. at owne? and almoſt pluck off the ſkinmes of the people? How is 

J. 1.21. the fanthfall City become an harlot ait was full of indgement, 

and luſlice lodged there; but now they are become mwrtherers; 

their ſiluer is —. droſſe, their wine mixed with worſe 

then water, Itwas wont to be reckonedche bleniſhot 

Germans, to be giuen to bowꝛingʒ Is it not ſo, that what 

was wont to be their ſhame, is no accounted our glory? 

to be mighty to drinke wine, e frong to powre in ſtrong erinke? 

o lay nothing of that preſumptuous and euen detended 

prophanation of the LOR DS Sabboths; thatrifcnes of 

Ozthes,cucnin theſe dayes, when the land mourues for 

them. Are not theſe then apparent evidences of our decli- 

nings? And as I ſayd ere-while, Cod graunt they be not 
harbingers of greater miſchiefes. 

— Iwill draw now toward concluſion, ſome few preſer- 

A. Special. uatiues onely againſt this fear: full downfall thalbe pre- 

ſcribed, and then an end. Theſe, ſome of them concerne 

men of publique place, Magiſtrates and Nliniſters;ſome, 


J. 28.10. 


euery of vs, euen private Chriſtians. 
For Magi. As touching Magiſtrates, they are or ſhould be, pil- 
—— lers ofthe people, and meanes eſpecially to ſupportthe, 


And kit, by vigilancy. That charge of the Apoitic giuen 
ia generall co Gods people, belongs by an exeche to 


Heb.I2. menia authority, T «ke beedthet no man fall away from t he 
I 5 grace 
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grace of God. lee another caueat Subordinate, Let no rect 
of bitternes (u hethet in doArine or wares ſprivg vp ard 
trowbie you, left thereby many te infetied. KH you nt. Cal. 5.9, 
that a lutle leeuratranencth the whole lum per loy il liecpaine, 
pointing at corruption in docttine, v liel tame ſentet ce 
1s alſo apply ed to cuill example in lite; I. Cor. 5. 6, Belo- 
ued, theſe are the things, requiring the ſpeciall vigilancy 
and care of Magiſtrates, We have bin taught, uot by J er- 
tuiluam one ly, but by the Lord himſeite, to rewerence the 2. Tum. . 
fulnes of the Scriptures. If any now ſhall atiſe, and deny the 16. 
ſufhcrency of them tor determinations of all controucr- 
lies in ſubſtance or circumſtance of Religion, let ü Church 
officers hold and cenlure him, as a Deſfroger. Wee were 
wont to echort our pany old, young, mer, women,ts 
diligent conucrſing ot the Bible: It any ſhail attempt to 
make encloſure ot this common benefit to the Cleargy, 
let him tall the ſeuerity of Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline. Theſe 
are Gangrenes (indeed) in the Church, & ſuchſpeaches 
as will encreaſe to more vngodlynes, 2. Tin 2. 
The like 1 ſay of euill examples in life; if any ſuch ariſe, 16. 
thuh er let the Magiſtrate haſten to reſtraine them, Core 
rvptions in iudgement ſow commonly from neglect of 
good life, 7 heꝝ laue put away good conſcience ({:ythPau!) I. Tim. I. 
and then t concerning faith make ſpwracke, T his ex hor- 19. 
tation is often vſed to the Magiſtrates ot this place; Wee 
heard the laſt day ot 4, capitall ſinnes, raging au. ongſt 
you: my purpeſe is, tu inſiſt in one onely, Lich (if ary o- 
ther) is the bane of all grace in the heart; that is, Adultery, 
whoredome and wine, & c. ſteale ama the heart. And it's tine, Heſ 4. II. 
Adultety and Idolatty, they are centiguous vices: 
they were the very bane of Salomon, the u iſeſt King that 
euer taigned ouer Iſrae l. And if my little obſeruance de- 
ceiue me pot. the great ſinne, as of this Land in gene- 
rall, io of this City eſpecial. I come not oft into your 
City ; yet let me tell you what ſaw in ny very entrance 
vpon your ſuburbs : A woman, right of a Cc urtiſans 
behautCur,as Salomon deſcribes her; at whoſe gates (alas) Fro, 7, 
E how 
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how mary young ſpendethrifts waite, as weary of their 
patrimony and ſoules ſaluation: Right honourable, might 
ie pleaſe you to be aduiled, to obſerue the wayes of ſuch 
ſtrumpets: Theſe are they which, of all others, encreaſe 
tranſgreſſions amongſt men: theſe the Deuills very nctts 
and inares, wherein (alas) how many arc entangled cuen 
to deſtruction? & for this (no doubt is the Lords dreads 
full viſitation {till vpon vs, becauſe men commuted aduliai y, 
, afſemble themſelues by companies in the barlots huet. 

Ihe Country like vie ſu ara es with idle, ignorant, 
ſcandalous Miniſters, yea, I am perſwaded, all choſe E- 
miſſary Sem inaries, that haue come vnto vs from Rome, 
neuer did halfe that harm e in alienating our people trom 
the truth, that theſe haue done by their enormous beha- 
mour. It's thought, our petite diſlenſions are great cau- 
ſes of hardening in Popery : It may well ſo be. Howbcic 
this | dare affirme, they were neuerſo great obſtacles to 
the courle of the Goſpell, as the loyterinꝑ, vnlettered, diſ- 
ſoluteamonz{tchc Cleargy. Now. Lore, chat cuec ico 4s 
mitts ſhould haue cauſe to ſay of our Church; She held it 8 
piaculum, nct to weare aſurplice, anda veniall ſine, tobe 
ed. liued Mimiſl er | 

Shall I adde ſith | haue begun) one thing mot e, chat 
may contetne Authority:? Ot I: hoſapllat it's ſeyd, that 


17. 8, g. u hen he went to plant Religion amongſt the people, and 


to preuent Idolatry, be ſent Leuites abroad imo the cities of 
yy ye teach and wfirut} the people in the wayes of the Lord. 
B:loued,we haue a good-· a ill (it ſeemes) to ſtop h ſprea- 
ding ot Popiſhſuperſtition; many good proietis we licare 
of (to our great comfort) foi chat purpoſe: ſoſpttes Deus 
I pray God proſper chem ! yet giue we leaue to aduiſe, 
chat the principal be not neglected, 1 mene, farniſlung 
our Congregations with able and induſtrious teachers. | 
may boldly — it, It's neither ſeuerity of diſcipline, 
nor acuteneſſe of writing, not eught e. ſe — ſo 
1 


much to roote out theſe ſtinking wee des of ſuperſtit ion, 
as 
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as the paines and diligence of learned & well-luing prea- 
chers. Let me therefore with reu-rence aduile iny dupe- 
riors, that care may be had to turn i our people with able 
Paſtors, that may teede them with knowledge and vagders 
ſtanding. and tit the preſent (tore of Contormets true 
not, might | not (in compaſſion of the Chur ches necellity, 
with ſome conmuc ce at thoſe chat diſſent tiõ vs in iudge- 
ment, tor maiteto of cucumitance, whillt yet they carty 
themiclues peaceably in the Church? The Lord woul4 

not haue Canaannes at once calt out, {ft the wild beat Ex. 23. 
ſhould increaſe ypon lit people Sull er ine then to plead tor 29. 
Iſracltes, that it way iuffice them to lacke liutng, and the 
Church not be deptiued of their patnes : at leaſt let them 
helpe to be are our burdens, and draw water for the people 

out ot the wells ot ſaluation. 

I come to the Miniſtery : and fiſt, for our Brethren For Miniſters + 
diſſenting from vs in iudgement of Ceremonies impoled; 
let me intreat as in the bowels of leſus Chriſt, ſeeing Apoſ⸗ 
taly is ſo much feared by them, that they would be well 
aduiſed, how they fotſake their Mother in this her ſeem- 
ing necc{ity ; end not ſo wholly pleaſe themſclues 
in their iudgement, to refuſe peaceable Conference tor 
their better information. I courſcll no man to do ought 
no not in things indiſferent) with à doubting conſciẽce; 
fearefull are the examples of ſuch, as vn reſc lued yeeld to 
free. Notuit i. ſtanding, this let me propoũd as a mat- 
ter to be deliberated, whether ſbonld nat 1b be a Ainiſter. 
reſolution, To lay downt his Nin iſlery for not hung, ſor which 
he cught not 40 to lay downe bis life? And whether with 
comfort may a man leaue lie,raticerthen weare aſuplice 
in the Church of Eogland 2 teaching (as no doubt, ſhe 
doth) and practiſing Gods pure worthip, deteſting Idola- 
try, vrging Cerem onies not for ornament, much lefle nes 
ceflity of Gods ſervice, but for order and policy onelyy 
and as a meane to teſt fic ſubiect ion to thelawtull power 
of the Magiſtrates ? 
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For vs, who by Gods bleſſing retaine our ſtandings with 
comfort & fruit, howſocuerit pleaſe ſome (whoſe /[erwants 
we are not) to cenſure vs of inſincerity for this very poynt 
of Conformity, let vs be exhorted te preach the word, to be 
inſt axtin ſcaſon, out of ſeaſon, tor the tiiues ſurely are come 
prophecied ofthe Apoſtle, wherein thatirch of the care is 
rite amongft our people, And we lieate alſo often vpbrai- 
dings with the ptæualence of Popith leauen, how many 
thouſands haue they peruerted, ſince his Maieſties happy 
entiãce into this Kingdome; and for my part I do part» 
ly beleeuc it: For what marucll,ifche Ewemy ſow hin tares, 
whiles the ſernants ſlecps? L know not, howitis with you 
in this part of the Kingdome; in other places I am lure, 
ſcarcely one ot ſixe Congregations hath ordinary preach- 
ing, or almoſt rude Catechiziog of the people. yea, ſo odi- 
ous is paines- taking grow ne amongſt Miniſters allo, thar 
very painfulnes is cenſured of preciſenes, and ordinary 
preaching enough, to bring vpon any man the crime of 
Puritaniſme, though neuet ſo conformable to the diſci- 
pline eſtabliſhed, Now, Brethren, conſider it this be to be 
preciſe, ts labour i® the werd and doctrins, ought not all 
Gods miniſters to be thus preciſe Ai, not m Faction: 
ſayd one once elegantly. Be thertore exhortes (and but 
high time) to greater diligence, and let the vaunts of Pa- 
pits he vnto vs as the voyce of Nehemiahto the lewes; 
Tow ſee aur miſery: Come andict vs build the walls of leruſ a- 
lem, that we be ne more a reprech, And for matter, and ma- 
ner, let it be that ſame adolom gala, the deceitfull wills of 
the word, without mixture with contrary or inferiour mat. 
ter: for this onely ycelds found nouriſhme nt vnto the 
ſoule. Is Fame a lar 7 or is it true, that thoſe and the like 
placet of eminency in this Kingdome, found with little 
elſe, but Fiierly conceits and alluſions? We were wont 
to plead ſtrongly for Fatbers, that they might haue their 
audience in the Pulpitt, and for my part, I neuer en- 


uied them their due reſpect. But if wee become 6 2 
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bur, 4d Fratres, from Orthodox Fathers to doltiſh Friers, and 
feede our people with the froth oftheir wits, what ſhal we 
ſay 2 God grant their conceits of wit proue not a [nare,to 
draw downetl.e more poyſonous and bane-tu!l drugges 
of their Popiſh hereſy, 

And here | had thought with reuerence to haue exhor- 
ted the teuerend Fathers ct the Church, that as they ate ia 
higheſt places ot dignity, fo they would be the ſorwardeſt 
in this great v.orke ot the Viiniitery, The tather would [ 
haue pte ſu med to haue bin their Monitor, fot that I haue 
obſetued, the Religion elpecially of our Vulgar people, 
to hang ſalbmoſt ail) on tneu ſleeues: we petit Miniſters 
(alas are the ſcorne ot our people, in cur moſt weighty 
and ſetious ex liotta tions. Ihe words are held as Ora: 
cles, their lips alone thought to preſerue Knowledge. 
Sundry reaſous I meant to haue preſſed it withall y firit, 
from the Excellency ot this worke , aboue all other acts 
of the Mliriſtery. For, for my part I muſt protefle, 1 
cannot yetiee, what that great and important bulinefle 
ofthe Miniſtery ſhould bee, ro which it may beſeeme 
Preaching to giue place, Iam ſure not Sacraments. 
Chriſt ſent me not to hape (\aith the holy Apoltle) bet to, cy 1. 
preach the Geſpell, He might as well haue ſayd, not to gos 17. ; 
uerne, not to do any thing, in this ſence, comparatiucly, 
as he de ſires to be vnderſtood. Secondly, Is there any 
thing , more lionourable? Heare the ſame Apoſtle, Tbe 1. Ti Fo 
Elders,that rule well, are wortby of double hon ur. Call it Res | 7. 
uerence or Maintenance, ot both; bow euer, a lpe cialiy in it ch ad 
belogs to them bat labour in the word & dettrme, & lure ]. 
ꝛt is, more (ond honour is thereto be gained in the hearts 
of our pe c ple by preaching, then by all outward helps 
whatſoeuer. Thirdly, what layd l:honour amongſt men:? 
yea; mere comfort to eur Conſciences, and glory in Gods 
Kingdome. FHeaere Salomon; He that winnetb ſaulet, vu. 1. 
js wiſe - and Daniel, They that turne others to righie- 30. 
#»ſnefſe, they ſhall ſhine as the flarres in the frmamert. Hav. 12. 
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I.Theſſ, and Paul, What ij aur hope, aur ioy, our crowne of reioycing t 
2. 19. e t yen it inthe preſence of our Lord leſus Chrift at bis coms 
ming * What comfort like this, when a Nliniſter comes 
betore the Lord the great Shepheard of the Shcepe, with 

If: $. 18. the words of [{aieh, applyed to our Sauiour? Le mee, aud 

the children, that thow baft ginen mee the ſonnes & daugh- 
ters, which by thy bleſſing I haue begotten vnto thee in 
the Golpell! Fourthly, I would haue added hereto the 
example of their worthy predecetiours. Beloued, I am ſo 
farre from chinking that there were Lay - Eladers inthe An- 
cient Church, hauing the care of Church diſcipline, that 
I begin to be of opinion, they were all Preaching - Elaeri, 
that had to do in ordination, and 1urildiction Eccle ſiaiti- 
call. The Apoſtles (we know)trom whom our Reverend 
Biſhops haue more then probably deriued their ſucceſli- 
on, were all laborious this way. One of them, on whoſe 

I. Cor, g. ſhoulders lay the care of all the Churches,yet cryes, Wo to bus 
16. ſelſe, if he preach not the Goſpell. And Timothy, I preſume, 

was a Biſhop yz yet hath that charge layd on him withan 
1. Ti. 4. heauy adiuration, Topreach the word. And for ſucceeding 
1, 2. ages; thoſe Reuerend Biſhops, S. Ambroſe, Aug uſſ ine, 
chiſaſlomo, cc. what monuments haue they left ys more 
venerable then their pithy vermons, and exhortations to 
the people? Let vs all theretore, euen Superiours, be ex- 
horted, ſo much as infirmities of age, and the waighty af - 
faires of Church- gouernment will permit, to ſſirr vp the 
Lift of God that is in vs, that if it be poſſible, we may ſfreng- 
then the weake knees; aud keepe that which is haltung from be- 
ing turned ont of the way. 

— I come now to private Chriſtians, that they alſo may 

all, haue wherewith to preſerue themſelues from this feare- 
full and diſcon fortable eſtate of Apoſtaſy. Their moſt 
ſoueraigne antidotes, are theſe. 

1. obeadlunct according to their meaſure of Knowledge recciued. 
dat. 7. 42d This is the Chriſtian built on the Rocke, that beareib 1he 
B. word of God, and doth it. On ſuch a man let the — 
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blow, the flouds beate, the taine fall, he ſtands neuerthe - 
leſſe vomeuable; for he is built vpon the Rocke. Our Ad- 
uer ſaries beaſt much of their thouſand Proſelytes: 1am 
perſwaded, if they were enquired of they ſhould be foũd 
ſuch, as neuer made any Conſcience of their wayes. Now 
ſure, we are beholden to them, that they haue receiued 
(like a Draught) the Excremẽts of our Church. Let them 
teioyce, and applaudchemſciues in their Thouſands; for 
this yet take my warrant; T hey ſhall never winne credit 
to any Religion, whatſoever it is they profeſſe. 
Syncerity and vprig btnefje of the beart beſore Cad. Belo- 
ued, neuer knew right Nathaniel, true Iſraelue indeed, 
that proued a Revolt; Nor euer could read of Hypocrite, 
but became Apoſtate, if euer trouble aroſe for the 
Goſpell. It's a true poſition, Ve that begins Relg ion in po- 
criſy, endi in Apoſtaſy. Amaziah did many thiags ſanox- 2. Par. 
ring of vprigbineſſe in the eyes of the Lord, but not with « er- 25.2. 
fit heart. What was his lſſue? Retwruing from the ſlaughter of Ferſe 14 
the Edomites , be browg bt the gods of Serr, and ſet them vp te 7 
be his gods, and wa ſhipped them, and burnt incenſe vuto them. 
There is an Art in theſe times, that hath more Students, 
then any other of liberall or Manuall ſciences; the Art of 
ſermung, cipectally is Relig:on, City and Country, almoſt 
nothing but y:3«r8, Now would God we could remember 
what Chryſoſtome ſayth; Hypecrite is it good go ſeeme god? in Muth. 
it's farre b, uer to be gco i. Is is euill, to ſeeme enilli it's ſarre er. 
worſe, to be euill, c. and the ſaying of Chriſt (me thinks 
ſhould not be forgotten, To bim that bath ſhall be ginen, and Luk. S. 
whoſorner hath not, from him ſhall be taken exen that which 18, 
it ſeemeth that be hath, | 
Labour ſor aſſurante and certaine per ſwaſion ofthe Truthin 3. 
Jour owne mendizʒeſpe cially, for y which i: armour ot proote 
e gainſt Apoſlaly, Experimentsll ſenſe of Cd, bely trath. pl. 3. 10 
T hou ſhalt neuer feare infection inthe poynt of Lullifica» 
tion, if thou know the practiſe and experience of luſtifi- 
cation. As on the other fide, _ men reſt onely _ 
the 
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ehe a / of their Teschers and gouernours, hauing 
no better reaſons of beliefe and worſhip: no maruell, if 
they turne with the wind, and run current with the Cur- 
rent and ſtrea ne of the times. And this is the lanentable 
1 vnſettle dnes of our people, that they looke no farther for 
| | proofe, no not ol faith and worſhip,thenthe Authority of 
| the Magiſtrate, Now bleſſed be God, that hath given vm» 
to his Maieſſy arightiudgement in matters of Religion; 
and the Lord that hath begun that good worke in him, 
| perfect it ynto the day of the Lord leſus Chrift, Bur it 
oF (which be it farre from vs to ſurmiſe) it, I ſay, the Lord 
To caro ſhould ſuffer him to fall, or in his wrath deprive vs of his 
| on leuon- gouernmẽt, it he ſhould permit vsto a Popiſh Ruler, who 
tes. me to feeth not, how indifferent our people are? ſuchrempora - 
Kuro Nom 7ing is euen now rife; andthatreading beit pleaſethʒ ſer- 
| 12. 11. wing the time, not the Lord, 
4+ Ferſ ke not the aſſemblies and gatherings tegether of the 
| Heb 10; Saints, as the miner (ſayth the Apoſtle, and we may ſay 
| 2 5 too) ef tos my it. Quench not the Spirit ; wouldſt thou 
I. The/. 5. not qurnch him? Deſpife not propbecyruy. that's the ho- 
19. ly oyle for the lampe of the Sanctuary: not being ſuppli · | 
| Ex0d.27. ed therwith, thou thalt ſoone pecceiue it to grow di nme, 
20, and by little and little to an vtter extinction. Now ( bre- 
thren) to onit both Popiſh and protane Reculants, Is it 
not to be la nente d, that amongſt thoſe, who ſeeme moſt 
ta bewailethe declinings of our Church, there ſhould be 
ſome found, ſoey ther nice or humorous, that they refuſe 
to arme thẽſelues againſt chat, which tliey (> nach feare 
and pity in others, by diligent attendaace to che worke of 
the Miniſte ty: One (forſhoth) is too learned another too 
plaineʒa third too elegant; or elſe too rudeʒ lome ton for- 
mallʒ (tome too ſcrupulous: none pleaſeth, but ſone one, 
v hom our parciall conceits haue made our Idoll. So wan- 
ton are We growne with abundance! God graunt, the day | 
come not vpon vs, when'we would wiſh to run from ſes 


40 ſea, to heare, and ſhall find no meanes. When chil» | 
OY | dren ; 
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8 dren begin to play with their bread; dil a 
take it from them, or keepe them ſhortery & let vr e, 
left this delicacy bring on vsa ſcarcity of hearing the 
word of Ged. Home-deuetions are comfortable, if vſed 
in their ſeaſoos z but we know who hath ſayd, The prayer Pro. 28.9 
of lum, that turnt h bis care from bearing the law, is - 
nable, And it we would auoyde Apcſtaly, take heede 
how wee forſake the gathering together of the Saints. 
Beware, hem the gariſpneſſe of the world daʒle thine eye, 5. 
u lewitch thine heart, Demas overtaken with the Icue 2.7 . 4, 
thereof, forſakes Paw, And, Leas net the world ſaytli the 5 
beloued Apoſtle) rhe faſhion thorcef paſſeib away; or as ! 5 *1** 
ſome tender, the gitrermg He thereof withdrawer and 1. Jb. 2. 
fteales away the beart from Cod. How many haue our owne 17. 
cyes ſcene, mirrours of holy carriage in their meane 
eſtate, whom the loue of aduancement, and the enioying 
thereof hath made ouer difſolate 2 would God, not alto 
ſcandalous to their profeſſion, 
Keepegood conſrience preciſely, neyther allow thy ſelfe 6. 
in any thing, no not the ſmalleſt, which conſcience 
I - (rightly informed) condemnes. Bleſſed is hes yhich cone Row. I 4+ 
demnes not himſelfe in that which he allowes, As bleſſed he, 22. 
thatallowes not hiwlielte in that which his heart con- 
demnes, Herein therefore be preciſe, Do nothing, no not 
the leaſt, with a donbting or recoylong conſcrence, I he {troke 
of Conſcience neglected in ſmall things, it growes by in- 
ſenſible degrees to ſwallow greater, without teluctation. 
Fearefull are the inſtances we haue daily in this kind; 
But I ſpare to trouble you. One reaſon one ly I will an- 
nexe, to ſet edge on this exhortation, and then ſhalbe the 
end. Beloved in Chriſt Ieſus, The Lord hath long bene 
amongſt vs, by the heauieſt of his temporall iudge ments. 
Thoſe arrowes of his diſpleaſure, Famine and Peftilexce, 
haue bene made almoſt drunken with the blood of our 
ſlaine. And yet (be hold!) rhe wrath of the Lordis nes cea- 
gd buy bes hand is — bel. Wonder we at — 
2 that 
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that the Lord ſhould walke thus ſtubburnly cowards vs ? 
More wonder it is (but that bis merges ate endles) that 
wee haue not bin vetcely conſumed. For that which [- 
laiah ſpeales of ludah, is it not tr ue of vs, That wee fall 
away more and more? l can well remember, ſince the oue 
ha lie of theſe iniſeries bath brought vs on cur Kees in 
ſack cloth and aſhes, in prayer and falling tor our linnes, 
that haue d rav ne downe the u tath of God vpon vs. And 
a man would thinke, theſe A fflictuons thould haue that 
effect in vs, u hich the Lord teachetli to bee the end of his 
ludgements, To wake v3 [ecke him the more daligertly, Oh, 
that it were not true, that u ee harden our heaitt the more, 
continuing aud eucreaſing our Apoſtalics, ſcarce cuer 
bethinking ow; ſelues of humiliation ! As if we mceant,to 
ſtout x out with the Lord, and io dare lim to do l. is worit, 
Oh,rewember u hohath ſayd, Hatb any bin fierce againſt 
the Lord that hath proſpered : and what himſelte chreate us, 
v. to walke as ſtul bur»ly towards vs, as wee Can do again ft 
bum; and to encreaſe our plagues ſeuen times more, ex- 
ce pt the lighter pre uaile to humble vs, Some courſe the t- 
fore betimes let vs take, toſtopy fierce wrath of the Lord, 
that is gone out agaiuiſt vs. It's a feare ſuli thing (faith our 
Apo le) te fall iato thebands of the huing Cod, wle is is bis 
xr4th a Cos ſami g fue. It our Foulcs had tal en fire, we 
haue this wiſdom e tot hinke, one bucket of water way do 
more good to ſtop the flame, then almoit a river, when 
it hath begun to gather ſtrengt h. Would God, we ware 28 
wife for our liues and ſoules, as we ate tor the trath of this 
world! Surely,more preualent_to quer ch the bre of Gods 
di\plesſure (in the beginning) is ont teare, then a whole 
ſhovte & ſtteame ot them, when 1's once joflained, O- 
ther me ane tlẽ chis know none ta ſtop y courk of Gods 


2. Par. 7. wrath If I ſend peſtilence among wy people, IF my people, a- 


wong whom my name is called gon, da humble themſelnes, & 
prey, & ſeck my preſence. cf pram their wk t, 
then will l beare in beauen and be merciſull ute then ſiine, 
and 


„ 


at S. Pauls Croſſe. 


and will beale their land, Right honorable, why cre not 
you a petitioner to thoſe in authority, that a Faſt may be 
proclaimed ? Stay you, til you con e agair e to your thous 
ſands in a weeke ? Alas, how agrees chat with Chriſtian 
com paſ ſion to thoſe, that in il e ſeterim loſe wives), chil- 
dten, thoſe that are deereſt vito them: and u hat a ſer - 
wile and Ybaroab like te ſolu' ion isthis, neuer till needes 
wult, to ſend f,r Meſes ard ton, to intetcede for vs vn- 
to the Miatcity of God? I beſi ech you therefore in the 
bon ells of Chriſt Icfus, it there be ary conſolation in 
Chir ſt, if any cõtort of Lowe, if any fellow ilup of the {pt 
rit, if any compaſſiun and mercy ; ful fi ln y requeſt : im- 
portune the pertormanceeF this duty; proue the Lord 
vith theſe things, ſee it he rebuke not the Deſtroyer for 
your fakes, if you conſert ard obey, you ſhall eate tht g00d If 1 19, 
thir.g: of the land. Bui of yeereſuſe and be rebethous, God 20. 
graurt I proue notatiue Prophet, you end your children, 
and your people ſhalbe dewowred of the Heſlilenc e. It thele 
things preuayie i ot Vith authority, let me y et admonith 
eucry of vs, that in our houles, by our ſelues and our fa» 
n ilies, we may be care full this wzy: we ſhall then fee 
that gracic us promiſe pertetmed to vs and ours, when 
thouſands fall at omrrieht hands, and ten thauſards at the 5 ſ. 9. 7. 
leſt, is ſhall wot come nigh vi, Exch. 9. 4. A marke is ſet 
(by commaundement from the Lord) on the forheads of 
the e that mourne for the abominations that are done 
in the mi ddes ot leruſalem. And let vs be affuredot the 
ſame l. OR Ds protection tot vs nd oure, t We be ſuch, 
2s ſram our hearts mourne for the deteſtable things are 
done amcnegſt vs. 

New the God of all 2yace, that hath called vs to his e 
ter null ;lory by leſus Chriſt, make vs perfect, confirme, 
firengthen, and tat !i{h ws, that we may be kept blame» 

leſſe Into the cay of the Lord ſeſas Chriſt, To him 

* be glom wd dominion for ener. A men. 

EI NIS. 


